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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The gift of the Holy Spirit in each of our lives is an unfathomable treasure. In our Baptism we have
received the grace of adoption as God’s own sons and daughters, being recreated in the image of
Jesus Christ. The same Holy Spirit empowers us to live and die as Christ did- in complete fidelity to
the Father’s will- through Confirmation. This participation in the identity and mission of Christ is
made possible because we receive the same Spirit with which Jesus Christ is filled (cf. CCC 1294).
The Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation correspond to this two-fold nature of God’s gift, first
entrance into His family, and secondly living as witnesses of that relationship.

The unique grace of Confirmation is to spread and defend “the faith by word and action as a true
witness of Christ, [confess] the name of Christ boldly, and ... never [be] ashamed of the cross (cf.
CCC 1303). What need there is of this kind of witness in our world today! Our youth especially can
give powerful witness to the faith, hope and love that all people need and long for. Through their
example of chastity, courage, service, and commitment to truth, they lead others to the source of
their joy- Jesus Christ.

Parishes, as communities of faith, have a unique responsibility to support our youth and their fami-
lies in helping them develop and sustain a deep and lasting faith. This assistance cannot be limited
merely to the period of preparation for receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, but must extend
throughout their high school years. This is part of the parish’s commitment to the religious education
of children and youth over all grade school years. This new policy, then, is designed to be but one
component of a comprehensive approach to parish youth ministry.

Just as there is no evangelization without suffering, so too the resources and investment in youth
ministry will be demanding. But there is also joy because this effort comes from a love for our young
people and faith in Jesus Christ who leads us. May the Holy Spirit be our strength and guide!

In Christ and Matry,

+Most Reverend Robert W. Finn
Bishop of Kansas City-St. Joseph



APPENDIX D
CONFIRMATION SUMMARY FORM DIOCESE OF
KANsAs CITY-ST. JOSEPH

Complere and recurn to the Youth Office 4 weeks prior to your scheduled celebration of Confirmation.
Every question must be completed. Thank you for your cooperation.

Parish: City
Pastor/Pastoral Administrator: Phone:
Confirmation Cootdinator: Day Phone:

Number of candidates to be confirmed:

Date and time: Locartion:

Of all sophomote-aged youth who should be confirmed at this time, what percentage is being confumed? _____%

Years of religious education received by candidates ac the start of Confirmation preparation since First Communion
(roughly grades 3-9). List number of candidates in each category.

None: 1-2 years: — 3-4 years: 5-6 yeats: Every year since First Communion:

When did yout parish preparation process begin?
(Date)

Preparation Description (please type responses on a separate sheet.)

A) Which of the approved resources are you using? (Please include number of sessions used, topics chosen, and
whether small groups in the home or large groups in the parish were used)

B) In what types of service have the candidates been involved?
C) Describe the retreat(s) offered. (When, where, theme(s), length, etc.)
D) Other activities: (Parent/ sponsor involvement, sessions for parents, sponsors, etc.)

E) How are the confirmed invited into the parish life and mission? (Assisting as liturgical ministers, serving on the
parish pastoral council, helping with religious education, etc.)

F) What are opportunities are available for catechesis or evangelization for high school youth apart from
Confirmation preparation, either in the form of youth group activities or continuing religious formation? Please
describe.

If you have questions concernmg Confirmation, please contact the Office of Youth Munistry (816) 756-1850 x554
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APPENDIX E
BAPTISMAL INFORMATION REQUEST FORM*

*In order for a child to receive Figst Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Eucharist, they must be baptized. The baptismal
certificate provides formal recognition of Baptism. For those children baptized outside of the current parish, you will need a
copy of the baptismal certificate from the parish where the child was baptized. Only the Confirmarion and Marriage are
recorded on the baptismal certificate. The recording of First Bucharist is optional. First Reconciliation is NOT recorded.

Child’s Last Name First Middle

Address

City State Zip

Telephone Age Grade

Father's Last Name First Middle

Mother’s Last Name First Middle

Date of Child’s Birth

City and State of Birth

Date of Child’s Baptism

Church of Child’s Baptism

City and State of Child’s Baptism

Child’s name as it is to appear on the Confirmation Certificate
pPp

(below line - for office use only)

Last Name

Proof of Baptism Received

APPENDICES

40



APPENDIX F
WHAT NEEDS TO BE RECORDED ON THE BAPTISMAL
CERTIFICATE?

WHY AND HOW TO ENSURE THAT A VALID BAPTISM EXISTS

In order for someone to receive First Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Eucharist, they must be
validly baptized wich the proper matter and form, namely with water and the words, “T baptize you in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirie.”

The baptismal certificate provides formal recognition of Baptism. For those children and adults baptized
outside of their current parish, you will need a copy of the baptismal certificate from the parish where the
Baptism was celebrated. For the sake of receiving the sacraments of First Reconciliation, Confirmation,

and First Eucharist, it is not necessary to obtain a recently issued certificate. However, obtaining the
baptizing parish’s current mailing address is necessary in order to send them notification of the reception of
Confirmation. This notification is sent after the candidate has received Confirmation.

For those baptized in another Christian church, even in mainline denominations, you will need to confirm
that the proper matter and form have been used in the celebration. Most certificates will indicate the
Trinitarian formula right on the paper. In those situations where the formula is not noted, further
investigation is required. This may even require contacting the church itself and in some instances even the
baptizing pastor. Parishes needing further assistance may also contact the Office of Worship.

In circumstances where there is uncertainty about the validity of the Baptism, a conditional Baptism should
be celebrated.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE RECORDED ON THE BAPTISMAL CER TIFICATE?

With regards to the sacraments of initiation, only Confirmation is recorded on the baptismal certificate.
The recording of First Eucharist is optional. Due to the sacramental seal of confession, First

Reconciliation is NEVER recorded.

In addition, the Code of Canon Law specifies:

Can. 535 §1 In each parish there are to be parochial registers, that is, of baptisms, of martiages
and of deaths, and any other registers prescribed by the Episcopal Conference or by the diocesan
Bishop. The parish priest is to ensure that entries are accurately made and that the registers are
carefully preserved.

§2 In the register of baptisms, a note is to be made of Confirmation and of matters pertaining to
the canonical status of the faithful by reason of marriage, without prejudice to the provision of
can. [133, and by reason of adoption, the reception of sacred order, the making of perpetual
profession in a religious institute, or a change of rite. These annotations are always to be
reproduced on a baptismal certificate.

Other CIC references include canons 877-878, 895, 1050-1054, 1121, 1133, and 1182,
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APPENDIX 3
CONFIRMATION NAME APPROVAL

Names

Parishes have retained the custom wherein a young person preparing for Confirmation selects a
“Confirmation name.” This ptous practice, although never a part of the official rite, may be retained.
Points of consideration in choosing a Confirmation name are as follows:

¢ Each of those to be confirmed may choose an appropriate Confirmation name. One name only is
chosen.

® This name should not be foreign to Christian sensibilities.

® Because this is a significant sacramental celebration, names that are very unusual or contrary to
Catholic tradition should be discouraged.

®  Names should be of like gender to the confirmed.

® The names should be submitted to the Confirmation Coordinator for approval.

¢ The Confirmation name should be presented in its proper form, rather than in the diminutive (e.g.
John, instead of Jack; Susan, instead of Sue.)

® The (one) Confirmation name should be legible on a name tag or given cleatly by the sponsor

¢  The name received at baptism may be used again for Confirmation.

TO BE FILLED OUT AND SIGNED BY CONFIRMATION COORDINATORS
AND RETURNED WITH THE LITURGY PLANNING SHEET

L have reviewed each Confirmation name

and agree that they comply with the Guidelines stated above.

Signature Date

APPENDICES 42






