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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit in each of our lives is an unfathomable treasure.  In our Baptism we have 
received the grace of adoption as God’s own sons and daughters, being recreated in the image of 
Jesus Christ.  The same Holy Spirit empowers us to live and die as Christ did- in complete fidelity to 
the Father’s will- through Confirmation.  This participation in the identity and mission of Christ is 
made possible because we receive the same Spirit with which Jesus Christ is filled (cf. CCC 1294).  
The Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation correspond to this two-fold nature of God’s gift, first 
entrance into His family, and secondly living as witnesses of that relationship.   
 
The unique grace of Confirmation is to spread and defend “the faith by word and action as a true 
witness of Christ, [confess] the name of Christ boldly, and … never [be] ashamed of the cross (cf. 
CCC 1303).  What need there is of this kind of witness in our world today!  Our youth especially can 
give powerful witness to the faith, hope and love that all people need and long for.  Through their 
example of chastity, courage, service, and commitment to truth, they lead others to the source of 
their joy- Jesus Christ.   
 
Parishes, as communities of faith, have a unique responsibility to support our youth and their fami-
lies in helping them develop and sustain a deep and lasting faith.  This assistance cannot be limited 
merely to the period of preparation for receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, but must extend 
throughout their high school years.  This is part of the parish’s commitment to the religious education 
of children and youth over all grade school years. This new policy, then, is designed to be but one 
component of a comprehensive approach to parish youth ministry. 
 
Just as there is no evangelization without suffering, so too the resources and investment in youth 
ministry will be demanding.  But there is also joy because this effort comes from a love for our young 
people and faith in Jesus Christ who leads us.  May the Holy Spirit be our strength and guide! 
 
                                                                                  In Christ and Mary,  
 
 
                                                                                  +Most Reverend Robert W. Finn 
                                                                                   Bishop of Kansas City-St. Joseph 












